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never reach the goal through a series of sensations. The non-violence
clause of the resolution, therefore., definitely recognizes the wisdom
of self-restraint and enjoins upon all speakers to refrain from making
wild or exaggerated speeches, which can only lead to bloodshed,
ruthless repression and humiliation of both the Government and the
people. But the Muslims want to play a perfectly honourable game.
"They wish to reserve or suppress nothing. Some of them have,
therefore, insisted upon the insertion of a proviso to the resolution,
meaning, that if non-violence fails, they are at liberty to resort to
the other methods enjoined upon them by the Koran, and these are
that when their religion is assailed, they should leave the country in
which it is assailed or war against the assailant. And so the resolution
undoubtedly foreshadows, in the most honourable and unmistakable
manner, the stages through which this great movement will pass, the
last stage being a bloody revolution. God forbid that this country
should have to pass through such a revolution and all its horrors but
the feeling on this Khilafat question runs so high and goes so deep
that an unjust solution may, if peaceful means fail, land this country
in a revolutionary movement, the like of which we have not seen
before, and if it cornes responsibility will rest with Englishmen, the
Hindus and the timid Muslims. If Englishmen will only recognize
the existence of the deep feeling and a necessity of the just decision,
all would be well. If the Hindus will understand the neighbourly
duty and actively co-operate with the Muslims., they can, by united
and perfectly peaceful effort, force a just solution. Timid Muslims by
shedding their timidity at this critical moment of their history will
also prevent bloodshed by letting the party of violence to understand
that there are no deserters of the flag of Islam. If then, revolution is
to be our lot, it will come through sheer despair staring honest,
high-souled Muslims in the face, giving them a feeling of being
neglected by Englishmen, Hindus and their co-religionists. I hope
that the whole of India will unite in a prayer to the Almighty
and in a cry of justice that shall not be denied. I venture finally
to hope, that the Government will not anticipate revolution by
thoughtless and angry repression. They will recognize that India is
no longer an infant and that Indians have the same feelings that
actuate Englishmen in similar circumstances."
Events followed each other with lightning speed. Hakim Ajmal
Khan, a celebrated physician and a popular leader renounced